
Zwettl and its monastic landscape 

 
The Cistercian monastic landscape (CISTERSCAPES) of Zwettl is one of the 
best-preserved examples of a monastic landscape in Europe. Characteristic 
elements such as granges (farmsteads) and ponds still shape its appearance 
today. The European Cistercian monastic landscapes have been awarded the 
European Heritage Label in April 2024. We are proud of this cultural heritage! 
 
The European monastic landscape connects monasteries and towns in five European 
countries. As part of the Interreg project ‘ATCZ00007 – CISTERSCAPES VB-Zw-ZnS’, the 
Cisterscapes partner sites Vyšší Brod in South Bohemia, Zwettl in the Waldviertel and 
Žďár nad Sázavou in the Visočina region are working particularly closely together. They 
are organising cross-border hiking and cycling trips in the monastic landscapes and 
establishing visitor centres. 
 
The Zwettl monastic landscape can be explored and experienced in many different ways: 
 

•    The Cistercian monastery of Zwettl 
•    Cisterscapes – hiking 
•    Cisterscapes – cycling 
•    Cisterscapes – digital 
•    Cisterscapes – educational programmes 

The Cistercian monastery of Zwettl 

Immerse yourself in the impressive world of this lively Cistercian monastery. For almost 
900 years, monks have been living and working in Zwettl Abbey according to the rules of 
St. Benedict. 
 
Take a stroll with the guides through the Romanesque-Gothic cloister, admire the 
magnificent church or discover the impressive Baroque library. The extensive prelate's 
garden, the location on the River Kamp and the surrounding forests invite you to linger and 
slow down. Ideal for culture lovers, nature enthusiasts and lovers of photography! 
 
Více na oficiálních stránkách kláštera  
https://www.stift-zwettl.at/informationen-en/ 
 
 

  



Cisterscapes – Hiking 

Hike along impressive trails through the Zwettl monastic landscape and learn more about 
how the monks shaped the landscape with their granges (farmsteads), ponds and mills. 
 
Zwettl is also one of the ‘Austrian hiking villages’ and offers a wide range of trails. On 
request, our certified hiking guide will accompany you and tell you about the places of 
interest along the way. 
 
A regional hiking map is available free of charge at Zwettl-Info in the Old Town Hall. You 
can find the hiking trails online on our website: zwettl.map2Web. 
(https://zwettl.map2web.eu/lists?pinned=&toc-id=50492&location=1689675,6205549,12) 

Cisterscapes – Cycling 

Explore the monastic landscape by bike and discover the extensive influence of the monks 
around the monastery. 
 
A regional cycling map is available free of charge from Zwettl-Info in the Old Town Hall. 
You can find the cycle paths online on our website: zwettl.map2Web 
(https://zwettl.map2web.eu/lists?pinned=&toc-id=50495&location=1680493,6210309,12) 
and at https://www.outdooractive.com – keyword „Zwettl Radtouren“ (Zwettl cycling tours). 

Cisterscapes – Digital 

The free app ‘Actionbound’ offers interesting digital tours and exciting scavenger hunts 
through the monastic landscape. 
 
https://de.actionbound.com/ 

Programmes for cycling tours 

 

https://zwettl.map2web.eu/lists?pinned=&toc-id=50492&location=1689675,6205549,12
https://zwettl.map2web.eu/lists?pinned=&toc-id=50495&location=1680493,6210309,12
https://de.actionbound.com/


 

 

 

 



City bus tours 

 

 

 

Tours and hikes with scavenger hunts 

The hiking trails through the Zwettl monastic landscape with further information and GPX 
data are available online at https://www.outdooractive.com – keyword 
‘Klosterlandschaftswege’ (monastic landscape trails). 
 

http://www.outdooractive.com/


For many of those trails digital tours or scavenger hunts are available on the free 
Actionbound app. An analogue puzzle sheet about the courtyards and gardens of Zwettl 
Abbey is available from the Abbey shop. 
 
Courtyards and gardens of Zwettl Abbey 
 
This scavenger hunt takes you through the courtyards and gardens of Zwettl Abbey and 
gives you a little insight into the history of Zwettl Abbey and its current situation. All 
questions can be answered on the spot, with clues provided on information boards and 
signs. The monastery is home to the monks of Zwettl – participants are asked to respect 
this and behave appropriately. 
 
Location: Zwettl Abbey 
Starting point: Abbey Shop 

Duration: 1,5 hours 
Cost: 2 € per scavenger hunt

 

 
 

 

 



 

Cisterscapes – Educational programmes 
 

Experience history, culture and nature actively on site – with individual programmes in the 
Cistercian monastic landscapes around Zwettl. 
 
Certified guides, pond and forest rangers as well as our certified hiking guide will take you 
on an exciting journey. The Cisterscapes educational programmes can be adjusted to 
different ages and levels of knowledge and can be combined with each other. Below you 
will find the bookable guided tours and workshops: 
 

Kindergarden 

 

The Mill Clatters 
 

 

The mill is clattering 
Water is an important basis of life. The Cistercians always paid great importance to 
treating nature responsibly and with care. In this programme, Children explore the direct 
connection between life and water and learn how the monks used water power in mills. 
 

Location: Town of Zwettl, promenade 
Meeting point: Old Town Hall, Cisterscapes Visitor Centre 
Duration: 1 hour 
Cost: € 6.50 per participant 
 
  



 

Herb Garden – A Scent Is In The Air 
 

 

The monastery has its own garden. The plants have been valued as elixirs for centuries 
and were used by the monks and nuns as spices and medicinal plants. They were 
propagated and cultivated and their effects were recorded in the monastic library. In this 
programme, children immerse themselves with all their senses in the fascinating world of 
(medicinal) plants from the monastic garden. The best time to take part is from May to 
September, when the herb garden is in bloom. 
 

Location: Zwettl Abbey, terraced garden / Zwettl town, promenade 
Meeting point: Gate at Court of Abbey / Cisterscapes Visitor Centre in Zwettl town 
Duration: 1 hour 
Cost: € 6.50 per participant 
 

 

Secret Lodgers In The Monastery 
 

 

The Cistercian monks always lived in harmony with nature. To this day, the old walls of 
Zwettl abbey provide an important habitat for numerous animals. In this educational 
programme, we go in search of some of these ‘secret lodgers’ and make some amusing 
discoveries along the way. The best time to take part in this programme is during the 
summer months. 
 

Location: Zwettl Abbey 
Meeting point: Gate at Court of Abbey 

Duration: 1.5 hours 
Cost: € 8.50 per participant 

Primary School 

 

Adventure Pond 
 

 

The first ponds in the Waldviertel region were created by Cistercian monks. These waters 
are home to an astonishing number of creatures, with animals and plants that depend on 
each other existing in a very small space. With the help of pond rangers, participants 
explore the ecosystem in a pond. 
 

Location: Seeteich at Edelhof 
Meeting point: Bus stop at Edelhof 
 

Duration: 3 hours 
Cost: € 10 / participant (min. 10 people)

 

 

Forest Safari 
 

 

What does a beautiful forest look like? Wood lying around, such as branches, snaggies 
and roots, seems out of place, yet around a third of plants, fungi and animals in a forest 
need dead wood to survive. The forest is a complex ecosystem, with many processes 
running simultaneously and influencing each other. Topics such as health, protective and 
recreational functions of the forest are part of this guided tour. This programme can be 
carried out all year round. Please note that there is a risk of ticks during the warmer 
months! 
 

Location: Abbey forest 
Meeting point: Gate at Court of Abbey 

Duration: 3 hours 
Cost: € 10 / participant (min. 15 people) 

 
  



 

Saint John Of Nepomuk 
 

 

There are around 15,000 saints in the Catholic Church. John of Nepomuk (patron saint of 
bridges) is one of the best known. Numerous statues of St. John of Nepomuk can be found 
in monastic landscapes, and many legends and exciting stories surround this saint and his 
work. 
 

Location: Zwettl Abbey 
Meeting point: Gate at Court of Abbey 

Duration: 1.5 hours 
Cost: € 8.50 per participant 

 
 

The Monastic Landscape Of Zwettl 
 

 

Since the Middle Ages, monks have left their mark on the landscape, which is still visible 
today. Cistercian monastic landscapes throughout Europe feature typical elements such as 
rivers, ponds and water management systems, farmyards (known as granges), mills and 
town courtyards. Together, we will set out in search of the monks' traces. 
 

Location: Old Town Hall of Zwettl 
Meeting point: Visitor Centre 

Duration: 1.5 hours 
Cost: € 8.50 / participant 

 
 

Is It All Just A Façade? 
 

 

Buildings and their façades tell the story of (European) history. Stylistic elements can be 
found throughout much of Europe, but it only gets really exciting when you dare to take a 
look behind the façades. How did people live in the Middle Ages and early modern times? 
What difficulties did they face? Why did they build houses in this way and not in another? 
We will set off on a journey together and explore the ‘old’ town of Zwettl or the venerable 
monastery on a guided tour. 
 

Location: Town of Zwettl 
Meeting point: Old Town Hall, Cisterscapes Visitor Centre 
Duration: 1.5 hours 
Cost: € 35 flat rate (for 1–15 people) / €45 flat rate (for 16–39 people) 
 

 

What Saints Carry With Them 
 

 

Numerous statues of saints can be found in the Abbey´s church and the Cistercian 
landscape. (Folk) saints such as St. Florian, St. Martin, St. Barbara or St. Elizabeth have 
typical characteristics (= attributes) that help to identify them. These characteristics are 
explored using selected statues of saints. This educational programme can be designed 
very flexibly – based on the children's titular saints or particularly well-known saints. 
 

Location: Zwettl Abbey 
Meeting point: Gate at Court of Abbey 
Duration: 1.5 hours 
Cost: € 8.50 per participant 

  



Secondary School 

 

Soil Creatures – Tiny Animals That Make A Big Impact 
 

 

The soil is the living top layer of the earth. It consists of stone, gravel, sand or clay and 
contains water, air and organic material. Soil animals such as earthworms, woodlice and 
moles, which are visible to the naked eye, are familiar to many people. Smaller creatures 
(0.2–2 mm) are less well known because you need a magnifying glass to see them. 
Although they are tiny, they help to break down plants and animal waste. This educational 
programme introduces these tiny creatures and shows why they are so important for the 
soil. 
 

Location: Abbey woods 
Meeting point: Gate at Court of Abbey 

Duration: 3 hours 
Cost: €10 per participant (min. 10 people) 

 
 

Orchards – Living Habitats 
 

 

As part of this educational programme, participants walk to the abbey's apple orchard, 
where they explore the habitat of the orchard meadow and examine it in terms of 
biodiversity. The best time to run this educational programme is from April to October. 
 

Location: Apple orchard at Zwettl Abbey 
Meeting point: Gate at Court of Abbey 

Duration: 3 hours 
Cost: €10 / participant (min. 10 people) 

 
 

Class Trip To The Monastery 
 

 

Due to their secluded lifestyle, very few people know anything about the lives of nuns and 
monks in monasteries. This workshop offers participants the opportunity to learn about 
monastic life. Comparisons are made between life in the Middle Ages and life today. This 
educational programme can be combined very well with ‘A Look Behind Monastic Walls’ 
and can be expanded into a larger project, possibly lasting several days. 
 

Location: Zwettl Abbey 
Meeting point: Gate at Court of Abbey 

Duration: 1 hour 
Cost: €6.50 per participant 

 
 

A Peek Behind Monastic Walls 
 

 

The Cistercian Order is named after the first monastery, which was founded in Cistercium 
(Citeaux, France). The Cistercian monks live like Benedict of Nursia and follow his rule. 
Bernard of Clairvaux brought great prosperity to the order. Many rules originate from 
Benedict and Bernard. This educational programme explains how the two saints shaped 
monastic life and how lifestyle, economy and architecture are related. This educational 
programme can be combined with ‘Class Trip To The Monastery’ and, if desired, extended 
to a project lasting several days. 
 

Location: Zwettl Abbey 
Meeting point: Gate at Court of Abbey 
Duration: 1 hour 
Cost: €6.50 per participant 
 
  



 

Buildings And Their Secrets 
 

 

Zwettl Abbey, with its nearly 900 years of history, represents many important architectural 
eras. The Romanesque, Gothic and Baroque periods are particularly prominent. The 
buildings at Zwettl Abbey allow visitors to observe and clearly understand the typical 
characteristics of these architectural styles. The subject of art history is brought to life in an 
exciting way through original historical objects. 
 

Location: Town of Zwettl / Zwettl Abbey 
Meeting point: Old Town Hall / Gate at Court of Abbey 
Duration: 1.5 hours 
Cost: €8.50 per participant 
 

 

Heroes Of The Abbey Library 
 

 

The Baroque library of Zwettl Abbey is a particularly impressive room that houses 
numerous valuable books. The shelves are artistically decorated, and the ceiling is richly 
adorned with frescoes and stucco work. The magnificent library illustrates the importance 
of knowledge and education in monastic life and offers a fascinating insight into the history 
of book art. It took several ‘heroes’ to create this impressive room with its unique collection 
of books. 
 

Location: Zwettl Abbey 
Meeting point: Gate at the Court of Abbey 

Duration: 1.5 hours 
Cost: €8.50 per participant 

 

High School / Adults 

 

Our Beloved Neighbours 
 

 

Monasteries developed a great influence on the surrounding landscape. Numerous 
contacts can be traced between Zwettl Monastery and the nearby town of Zwettl. But what 
was this neighbourhood like? Participants will explore this question on a walk through the 
town of Zwettl. 
 

Location: Town of Zwettl 
Meeting point: Old Town Hall, Cisterscapes Visitor Centre 
Duration: 1.5 hours 
Cost: €35 flat rate (for 1–15 people) / €45 flat rate (for 16–39 people) 
 

 

The English Garden 
 

 

On this walk, participants explore the English Garden at Zwettl Abbey and learn how it was 
laid out in the 19th century, soon fell into a ‘sleeping beauty slumber’ and will be 
reactivated in 2026. The walking time is approx. 45 minutes, so please wear comfortable 
(hiking) clothing and sturdy footwear 
 

Location: Zwettl Abbey, Gloriette Steig 
Meeting point: Lindenhof 
Duration: 1.5 hours 
Cost: €16 per participant (min. 6 people) 
 
  



 

A Stroll Through The Gardens 
 

 

The gardens of Zwettl Abbey could not be more different. The Prelate's Garden is a garden 
for show off that was formerly reserved for the abbot and his guests. The former kitchen 
garden has been redesigned into a terraced garden, with each level dedicated to a 
different theme. There is an area named after Hildegard von Bingen, a guardian angel 
garden, a herb garden and a snack garden. The garden and courtyard tour ends in the 
Court of Abbey with its Mediterranean flair. 
 

Location: Zwettl Abbey 
Meeting point: Gate at Court of Abbey 
Duration: 1.5 hours 
Cost:  €16.90 per participant for groups of 20 or more 

€17.90 per participant for groups of 10-20 
 
 
BOOKING 

The individual educational programmes can be booked from summer semester 2026 
onwards: 
Stift Zwettl – Culture & Tourism, Stift Zwettl 1, 3910 Zwettl 
+43 2822 202 02 17, +43 664 88 15 23 14 
info@stift-zwettl.at 
 
Zwettl-Info in the Old Town Hall, Sparkassenplatz 4, 3910 Zwettl 
+43 2822 503-139 
zwettlinfo@zwettl.gv.at 
 

tel:+4328222020217
tel:+4366488152314
tel:+432822503139

